For a variety of reasons, the United States has, arguably, received greater scrutiny than other participating States. First, the United States has become the principal actor in both the actual war on terrorism (e.g., the war in Afghanistan, which is war in the traditional sense) as well as the metaphorical war on terrorism (e.g., national and multilateral efforts to combat terrorism through diplomatic, military, financial, intelligence, investigative, and law-enforcement actions). In other words, there is simply more US action to scrutinise. Second, as non-governmental organisations point out, US actions potentially set negative examples for other countries. Even policies that might be benign in the context of a country with long democratic traditions and an independent judiciary, parliament, media and civic society have the potential to wreak havoc when transplanted to a country with executive power that operates without effective checks. Third, wrongdoing on the part of the United States undermines its role as a global advocate for human rights. Moreover, some non-governmental groups have expressed concern that US counterterrorism goals may lead Washington to downplay human rights advocacy in the overall conduct of its foreign policy. All in all, they argue that there is more at stake if the United States fails to fulfil its human rights commitments.
On the counter-terrorism front, the United States has spearheaded efforts within the OSCE to focus on the full implementation of OSCE commitments to improve travel document security, combat terrorist financing, and increase controls on MANPADS to reduce the risk to civil aviation 3 . At the same time, OSCE meetings have provided a forum for the discussion of concerns regarding the human rights implications of counter-terrorism measures implemented by the United States and other participating States.
General concerns raised
Over the course of the past three years, numerous human rights concerns have been raised with the United States in OSCE fora regarding US counter-terrorism practices
